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HOW NOT TO GET CLIPPED 
BECOME AN INFORMED CONSUMER OF TREE CARE SERVICES

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO
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TREES ARE 
VALUABLE!
7UHHV�SURYLGH�PDQ\�EHQHȴWV��%H\RQG�WKHLU�DHVWKHWLF�

DQG�HPRWLRQDO�YDOXH��WUHHV�DGG�TXDQWLȴDEOH�YDOXH�

WR�\RXU�ODQGVFDSH��'LG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�D�KHDOWK\�DQG�

ZHOO�SODFHG�WUHH�ZLWK�JRRG�VWUXFWXUH�FRXOG�EH�ZRUWK�

WHQV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�GROODUVȐ�VRPHWLPHV�KXQGUHGV�RI�

WKRXVDQGV�"�0HDQZKLOH��D�WUHH�LQ�SRRU�FRQGLWLRQ�FDQ�

EH�D�OLDELOLW\��ΖWȇV�FRVWO\�WR�UHSDLU�RU�UHPRYH�D�G\LQJ�RU�

KD]DUGRXV�WUHH�

0DQ\�IDFWRUV�FRPSULVH�D�WUHHȇV�YDOXH��EXW�WZR�LPSRUWDQW�

FRQFHSWV�UHPDLQ�WKH�VDPH��

• ΖQ�WKH�ZURQJ�KDQGV��D�WUHHȇV�YDOXH�SOXPPHWV�DORQJ�

ZLWK�WKH�KHDOWK��EHDXW\��DQG�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�WUHH��

• ΖQ�WKH�FDUH�RI�D�TXDOLȴHG�DUERULVW��WUHH�YDOXH�

JHQHUDOO\�LQFUHDVHV�

�� � � �����LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�KRUWLFXOWXUH�DQG�LQFRUUHFW�SUXQLQJ�LV��

GDPDJLQJ�WR�WKH�WUHH��$�SRRU�SUXQLQJ�MRE�ZLOO�OHDYH�\RXU�WUHH�GDPDJHG�DQG�XJO\��DQG�FDQ�GHFUHDVH�\RXU�ODQGVFDSHȇV�

YDOXH�VXEVWDQWLDOO\��8QLQIRUPHG�SUXQLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�RIWHQ�VHQG�WUHHV�LQWR�D�SHUPDQHQW�VSLUDO�RI�GHFOLQH�RU�FDQ�HYHQ�

FDXVH�WKHLU�GHDWK�RXWULJKW��1HYHU�EHJLQ�D�SUXQLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�D�FOHDU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�\RXU�WUHH�ZLOO�

UHVSRQG�WR�EHLQJ�SUXQHG�LQ�GLHUHQW�ZD\V��DW�GLHUHQW�WLPHV�RI�\HDU��

ΖW�LV�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�\RX�FRQVLGHU�WKH�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�WUHH�WULPPHUV�\RX�KLUH�WR�DVVLVW�\RX��7UHHV�DUH�

YDOXDEOH�DQG�UHTXLUH�SURSHU�FDUH��VR�\RX�VKRXOG�MXGJH�\RXU�FRQWUDFWRU�MXVW�DV�\RX�ZRXOG�MXGJH�DQ\�RWKHU�FRQWUDFWRU�

WKDW�\RX�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN�RQ�\RXU�KRPH��QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�E\�WKHLU�SULFH�WDJ��7KRXJK�D�WUHH�FDUH�FRPSDQ\�VKRXOG�

KDYH�D�FRQWUDFWRUȇV�OLFHQVH��DQG�EH�DGHTXDWHO\�LQVXUHG��OLFHQVLQJ�DORQH�GRHV�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�FRPSHWHQFH��+HOS�ZLWK�

VHOHFWLQJ�D�WUHH�FDUH�FRQWUDFWRU�LV�GLVFXVVHG�ODWHU�LQ�WKLV�GRFXPHQW��7KLV�EURFKXUH�DLPV�WR�KHOS�\RX�EH�D�VPDUW�

FRQVXPHU�RI�WUHH�FDUH�VHUYLFHV�E\�HGXFDWLQJ�\RX�DERXW�FRUUHFW�SUXQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��DQG�KHOSLQJ�\RX�WR�FULWLFDOO\�

HYDOXDWH�SURSRVDOV��

3UXQLQJ�LV�ERWK�D�VFLHQFH�DQG�DQ�DUW��7KH�VFLHQFH�KHOSV�XV�WR�

XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SODQWȇV�UHVSRQVHV�WR�SUXQLQJ��WKH�DUW�HQVXUHV�

WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�ZRUN�LV�GRQH��WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�YLVXDOO\�SOHDVLQJ�

DQG�KDYH�IXOȴOOHG�WKH�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�JRDO��'RQȇW�SUXQH�MXVW�

EHFDXVH�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�VKRXOG��9HU\�IHZ�WUHHV�UHTXLUH�DQQXDO�

SUXQLQJ��DQG�VRPH�WUHHV�PD\�QHYHU�QHHG�WR�EH�SUXQHG��ΖQ�

PRVW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��FRQWURO�RYHU�D�WUHHȇV�JURZWK�DQG�KHDOWK�

FDQ�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�ZLWK�PLQLPDO�SUXQLQJ��$Q�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

RI�SURSHU�SUXQLQJ�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�PDLQWDLQ�\RXU�WUHHȇV�YDOXH�

DQG�DFKLHYH�\RXU�GHVLUHG�JRDOV�ZLWKRXW�GHVWUR\LQJ�\RXU�WUHHȇV�

DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�LQFXUULQJ�XQQHFHVVDULO\� 

KLJK�FRVWV��

 

:HOO�SUXQHG�WUHHV�LQ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�GR�QRW�ORRN�ȊSUXQHG�ȋ�

7KH\�KDYH�D�QDWXUDO�ORRN�EHFDXVH�JRRG�SUXQLQJ�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�

LQYLVLEOH��$OWKRXJK�RWKHU�SUXQLQJ�V\VWHPV�H[LVW�WR�DFKLHYH�

FHUWDLQ�ORRNV��VKHHULQJ��HVSDOLHU��HWF����WKH�ȊQDWXUDOȋ�V\VWHP�LV�

LGHDO�IRU�PRVW�WUHH�SUXQLQJ��3UXQLQJ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�QDWXUDO�

VKDSH�RI�D�WUHH�UHTXLUHV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�XOWLPDWH�VL]H�

DQG�PDWXUH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�SODQW�WKDW�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�SUXQHG��

0DNH�VXUH�WKH�DUERULVW�\RX�KLUH�KDV�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�SULRU�WR�

EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�QDWXUDO�SUXQLQJ�SURFHVV�

ΖI�\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��WKH�FRVWO\�UHPRYDO�RI�D�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�OLYLQJ�

EUDQFKHV�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ�LV�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�DFKLHYH�\RXU�JRDOV��

WKHQ�\RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�SODQW�D�GLHUHQW�WUHH�HQWLUHO\��3ODQWLQJ�

WKH�ULJKW�SODQW�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�ORFDWLRQ�FDQ�SUHYHQW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�

GUDVWLF�RU�IUHTXHQW�SUXQLQJ��3URSHU�SODQQLQJ�DQG�ODQGVFDSH�

GHVLJQ�ZLOO�VDYH�\RX�WLPH�DQG�PRQH\�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�

QDWXUDO�IRUP�DQG�GHQVLW\�RI�\RXU�SODQWLQJV�

Over-pruning is better for the unquali!ed 
contractor’s wallet than it is for the tree.

RECOGNIZING GOOD 
PRUNING PRACTICES

PRUNING

    This magnolia tree is over-pruned. Not 
only is this stressful to the tree, and a waste of 
money, but it hinders the beautiful "owering 
seen above.



WHY 
PRUNE?
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)HDU�RI�WUHH�IDLOXUH�LV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�UHDVRQ�WUHHV�DUH�SUXQHG��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKLV�IHDU�

IUHTXHQWO\�OHDGV�WR�WUHH�WRSSLQJ�DQG�RYHU�WKLQQLQJ��SUDFWLFHV�ZKLFK�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�KDUPIXO�

WR�WUHHV��Ȋ7RSSLQJȋ�LV�WKH�LQGLVFULPLQDWH�FXWWLQJ�RI�WUHH�EUDQFKHV�WR�VWXEV�WKDW�UHPRYHV�WKH�

PDMRULW\�RI�D�WUHHȇV�FDQRS\��2WKHU�QDPHV�IRU�WRSSLQJ�LQFOXGH��KHDGLQJ��WLSSLQJ��KDW�UDFNLQJ��

DQG�URXQGLQJ�RYHU��7RSSLQJ�WKDW�UHPRYHV�DOO�JUHHQ�JURZWK�ZLOO�NLOO�SLQH�WUHHV�DQG�PRVW�RWKHU�

FRQLIHUV�

$�KRPHRZQHU�PD\�IHHO�WKDW�D�WUHH�KDV�EHFRPH�WRR�ODUJH�IRU�KLV�RU�KHU�SURSHUW\��RU�WKDW�WDOO�

WUHHV�SRVH�DQ�XQDFFHSWDEOH�ULVN��7RSSLQJ��KRZHYHU��LV�QRW�D�SURSHU�PHWKRG�RI�KHLJKW�UHGXFWLRQ�

DQG�FHUWDLQO\�GRHV�QRW�UHGXFH�IXWXUH�ULVN��ΖQ�IDFW��WRSSLQJ�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�ULVN�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�

VLQFH�QHZ�EUDQFKHV�JURZ�IDVW�DQG�DUH�ZHDNO\�DWWDFKHG��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�JUHDWHU�ULVN�RI�IDLOXUH�LQ�

WKH�IXWXUH��

PLEASE DO NOT TOP TREES
�Ȋ7RSSLQJ��KHDGLQJ�EDFN�RU�VWXEELQJ�LV�DQ�XQQDWXUDO�DQG�GHVWUXFWLYH�SUXQLQJ�WHFKQLTXH�XVHG�WR�UHGXFH�WUHH�KHLJKW��

ΖW�LV�FRPPRQO\�SUDFWLFHG�RQ�WUHHV�XQGHU�SRZHU�OLQHV�DQG�RQ�PDQ\�SXEOLFO\�DQG�SULYDWHO\�RZQHG�WUHHV��3HRSOH�RIWHQ�

DVVXPH�WKDW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�VHH�LW�GRQH�VR�IUHTXHQWO\�WKDW�LW�LV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�ZD\�WR�SUXQH�WUHHV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��

IHZ�SHRSOH�DUH�DZDUH�RI�KRZ�D�WUHH�JURZV��FORVHV�LWV�ZRXQGV��DQG�SUHYHQWV�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�GLVHDVH�DQG�GHFD\�

WKURXJKRXW�LWVHOI��RWKHUZLVH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�UDUH�VLJKW�ȋ

IS YOUR TREE RISKY?
ΖI�\RX�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�\RXU�WUHH�PLJKW�EH�KD]DUGRXV��KDYH�LW�HYDOXDWHG�E\�DQ�DUERULVW�FUHGHQWLDOHG�E\�

WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RFLHW\�RI�&RQVXOWLQJ�$UERULVWV�RU�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�6RFLHW\�RI�$UERULFXOWXUH��$VN�WKHP�DERXW�

DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�SUXQLQJ�WKDW�FRXOG�DOVR�PLWLJDWH�ULVN��6XSSOHPHQWDO�VXSSRUW�V\VWHPV��FDEOLQJ��EUDFLQJ��DQG�

SURSSLQJ���RU�MXVW�UHORFDWLQJ�D�SRWHQWLDO�WDUJHW�PLJKW�EH�D�EHWWHU�VROXWLRQ�WKDQ�SUXQLQJ��ΖI�SUXQLQJ�LV�WKH�

EHVW�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ��D�OLJKWHU�WRXFK�LV�XVXDOO\�SUHIHUDEOH��5HVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�D����SHUFHQW�ZHLJKW�

UHGXFWLRQ�R�WKH�HQG�RI�D�EUDQFK�FDQ�UHGXFH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�WKDW�EUDQFKȇV�IDLOXUH�E\�DV�PXFK�DV����

SHUFHQW��7KLV�VPDOO�ORVV�ZLOO�KDYH�PLQLPDO�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�WUHH��&RQYHUVHO\��UHPRYLQJ�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�OLYH�

EUDQFKHV�FDQ�WULJJHU�D�VWUHVV�UHVSRQVH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�UDSLG�DQG�H[FHVVLYH�JURZWK�DV�WKH�WUHH�VWUXJJOHV�WR�

UHJDLQ�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�SUXQHG�DZD\��

3UXQLQJ�UDUHO\�ERRVWV�WUHH�KHDOWK��6RPH�H[FHSWLRQV�H[LVW�ZKHUH�GLVHDVHG�WLVVXH�PXVW�EH�UHPRYHG�EHIRUH�

LW�VSUHDGV�WR�KHDOWK\�SDUWV��7UHH�KHDOWK�UHOLHV�KHDYLO\�RQ�LWV�DYDLODEOH�IROLDJH��:LWKRXW�OHDYHV��WUHHV�FDQQRW�

PDNH�IRRG�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��7R�UHGXFH�ULVN��LW�PD\�EH�DSSURSULDWH�WR�FOHDU�RXW�GHDG��G\LQJ��EURNHQ�RU�ZHDNO\�

DWWDFKHG�EUDQFKHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ\�GLVHDVHG�EUDQFKHV�WKDW�PD\�WKUHDWHQ�WKH�WUHHȇV�IXWXUH�ZHOO�EHLQJ��

REDUCE RISK



     Heavy fruit set on queen palms can be pruned before 

fruit falls. Photo by Joseph Talarico.  

     Lion-Tailed Tree - interior foliage removed. 

     Laced Tree - overly-thinned canopy. 
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MANAGE WILDLIFE HABITAT
3UXQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�PD\�DHFW�ZLOGOLIH��HLWKHU�GLUHFWO\�WKURXJK�GLVWXUEDQFH�DQG�GDPDJH�WR�QHVWV�ZLWK�HJJV�RU�\RXQJ��

RU�E\�UHGXFLQJ�KDELWDW�VXFK�DV�IRRG�VRXUFHV��FRYHU��DQG�URRVWLQJ�VLWHV��3UXQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�PD\�YLRODWH�FHUWDLQ�

UHJXODWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�0LJUDWRU\�%LUG�7UHDW\�$FW��WKH�(QGDQJHUHG�6SHFLHV�$FW��DQG�RWKHU�IHGHUDO��VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�

UHJXODWLRQV��0RVW�ELUGV�DQG�DOO�HQGDQJHUHG�VSHFLHV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DUH�SURWHFWHG�IURP�KDUP��DQG�YLRODWRUV�DUH�VXEMHFW�

WR�VLJQLȴFDQW�SHQDOWLHV�

%HIRUH�SUXQLQJ�DW�DQ\�WLPH�RI�WKH�\HDU��WUHHV�VKRXOG�EH�FKHFNHG�IRU�QHVWV��HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU��

ΖI�HJJV�RU�\RXQJ�DUH�SUHVHQW��LW�LV�EHVW�WR�UHWXUQ�ZKHQ�WKH�\RXQJ�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�QHVW�RU�WKH�QHVW�

WUHH��ΖQ�DQ�HPHUJHQF\��VXFK�DV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�ULVN�WR�SHRSOH�RU�SURSHUW\��DQ\�ZRUN�QHDU�DQ�DFWLYH�QHVW�PXVW�EH�GRQH�

IRU�VDIHW\�UHDVRQV��$�ZLOGOLIH�ELRORJLVW�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVXOWHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�VDIH�ZRUN�EXHUV��RU�WR�DVVLVW�LI�QHFHVVDU\�

LQ�JHWWLQJ�D�SHUPLW�WR�GLVWXUE�RU�UHPRYH�WKH�QHVW��0DQ\�IDFWRUV�PXVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�ZKHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DGMDFHQW�WR�

DQ�DFWLYH�QHVW��<RX�FDQ�ȴQG�D�ZLOGOLIH�ELRORJLVW�DQG�PRUH�JXLGDQFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�DYRLG�KDUP�WR�QHVWLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�DW�

7UHH&DUH)RU%LUGV�FRP�  

       Nuttall’s Woodpecker by Peggy Honda. The Cavity Conservation Initiative.

MANAGE FLOWER/
FRUIT PRODUCTION
)UXLW�WUHHV�WKDW�DUH�KDUYHVWHG�UHTXLUH�VSHFLDOL]HG�

SUXQLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�QRW�LOOXVWUDWHG�KHUH��EXW�RWKHU�W\SHV�

RI�WUHHV�WKDW�SURGXFH�IUXLWV�DQG�ȵRZHUV�FDQ�EH�PDQDJHG�

WKURXJK�QDWXUDO�SUXQLQJ��)ORZHU�VWDONV�DUH�RIWHQ�

UHPRYHG�IURP�SDOPV�DQQXDOO\�WR�SUHYHQW�PHVV\�IUXLW�

OLWWHU��DQG�VRPH�ȵRZHULQJ�WUHHV�DUH�SUXQHG�IROORZLQJ�

EORRP�WR�HQFRXUDJH�PRUH�EORVVRPV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

VHDVRQ�

2YHU�WKLQQLQJ�WKDW�UHYHDOV�WKH�HQWLUH�WUXQN�DQG�EUDQFK�

DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�D�WUHH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�GHVWUXFWLYH�

IRUPV�RI�SUXQLQJ�DQG�LV�VRPHWLPHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�

ȊODFLQJ�ȋ�7KHUH�DUH�VSHFLHV�RI�WUHHV�WKDW�ORRN�WKLV�ZD\�

QDWXUDOO\��EXW�PRVW�WUHHV�GR�QRW��/DFLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�

GLVFRXUDJHG�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV��WKH�OHDVW�RI�ZKLFK�EHLQJ�

WKH�XQQHFHVVDU\�FRVW��$QRWKHU�SRRU�SUXQLQJ�SUDFWLFH�

NQRZQ�DV�ȊOLRQ�WDLOLQJȋ�ZHDNHQV�EUDQFK�VWUXFWXUH�

E\�UHPRYLQJ�DOO�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�LQWHULRU�IROLDJH�WKDW�

LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�GHYHORS�VWURQJ�EUDQFK�DUFKLWHFWXUH��

/HDYLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZHLJKW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�EUDQFKHV�LQFUHDVHV�

WKH�FKDQFH�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EUHDN�

IMPROPER 
PRACTICES

IMPROVE 
AESTHETICS
6RPH�WUHHV�PD\�ORRN�QLFHU�DIWHU�D�WULP��:LOG�WZLJV�WKDW�

FKDVH�WKH�OLJKW�FDQ�HVFDSH�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FDQRS\�JLYLQJ�

WUHHV�D�IUL]]OHG�ORRN�WKDW�VRPH�ȴQG�GLVSOHDVLQJ��2IWHQ�

WLPHV��WKRVH�EUDQFKHV�FDQ�EHFRPH�RYHUH[WHQGHG�E\�

JURZLQJ�WRR�UDSLGO\��DQG�FDQ�FDXVH�IXWXUH�IDLOXUHV��ΖW�

PD\�PDNH�VHQVH�WR�FRQVHUYDWLYHO\�UHGXFH�WKHP��



DEVELOP
STRUCTURE
6WUXFWXUDO�SUXQLQJ�LV�FRPPRQO\�SUDFWLFHG�RQ�QHZO\�

SODQWHG�DQG�\RXQJ�WUHHV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�

RI�D�VWURQJ��VWDEOH�VWUXFWXUH��2OGHU�WUHHV�FDQ�RIWHQ�

EHQHȴW�IURP�VWUXFWXUDO�DVVLVWDQFH�DV�ZHOO��ZKHWKHU�LW�

LV�WKURXJK�SUXQLQJ�RU�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�VXSSOHPHQWDO�

VXSSRUW�V\VWHPV��$UERULVWV�QHHG�VSHFLDOL]HG�WUDLQLQJ�

WR�GR�WKLV�W\SH�RI�ZRUN�FRUUHFWO\��6WUXFWXUDO�SUXQLQJ�

UHGXFHV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�IUHTXHQW�SUXQLQJ�DV�D�WUHH�

PDWXUHV��ZKLFK�UHGXFHV�FRVWV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�FXUUHQW�WUHH�DSSUDLVDO�PHWKRGV��SURSHU�

VWUXFWXUDO�SUXQLQJ�ZLOO�DOVR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�YDOXH�RI�\RXU�

WUHH���

7KH�WLPH�RI�SUXQLQJ�GHSHQGV�RQ�\RXU�JRDOV�DQG�

REMHFWLYHV��ΖQ�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD��ZH�JURZ�D�YDULHW\�

RI�HYHUJUHHQ�DQG�VKRUW�VHDVRQ�GHFLGXRXV�SODQWV�WKDW�

FDQ�EH�SUXQHG�DW�DQ\�WLPH�ZLWKRXW�KDUP�WR�SODQW�

KHDOWK��IRUP��RU�IXQFWLRQ��+RZHYHU��LQFUHDVLQJO\�KLJK�

WHPSHUDWXUHV�LQ�VXPPHU�DUH�OHDGLQJ�WR�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�

VXQVFDOG�UHODWHG�GDPDJH��/DWH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�

SUXQLQJ�WKDW�H[SRVHV�SUHYLRXVO\�VKDGHG�WUXQN�DQG�

OHDI�WLVVXH�VKRXOG�EH�DYRLGHG�XQWLO�WHPSHUDWXUHV�EHJLQ�

WR�FRRO�LQ�WKH�IDOO��3UXQLQJ�RI�GHFLGXRXV�SODQWV�LV�EHVW�

DFFRPSOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RU�ZLQWHU�GXULQJ�WKHLU�GRUPDQW�

VHDVRQ��$YRLG�SUXQLQJ�SLQH�DQG�HXFDO\SWXV�WUHHV�LQ�

ZDUPHU��GU\�PRQWKV�EHFDXVH�SUXQLQJ�ZRXQGV�FDQ�

DWWUDFW�ERUHUV�WKDW�NLOO�WUHHV�TXLFNO\��)DOO�DQG�ZLQWHU�

SUXQLQJ�ZLOO�KHLJKWHQ�ȵRZHULQJ�RI�WUHHV�DQG�VKUXEV�WKDW�

ȵRZHU�RQ�QHZ�JURZWK�

ACCEPTABLE PRUNING CUTS

WHEN TO PRUNE

     This California sycamore has a strong structure character-

ized by one main trunk/stem with subordinate lateral branches.

HAVE A QUESTION 
ABOUT FRUIT TREES?
The California Backyard Orchard 
 
http://homeorchard.ucanr.edu/
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Reduction Cuts
$�UHGXFWLRQ�FXW�LV�D�SUXQLQJ�FXW�WKDW�UHPRYHV�WKH�ODUJHU�RI�WZR�RU�PRUH�

EUDQFKHV��7\SLFDOO\��WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�EUDQFK�VKRXOG�EH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�WKLUG�WKH�

GLDPHWHU�RI�WKH�VWHP�RU�EUDQFK�EHLQJ�UHPRYHG��5HGXFWLRQ�FXWV�ODUJHU�WKDQ�

��LQFKHV�LQ�GLDPHWHU�DUH�QRW�UHFRPPHQGHG�DQG�FDQ�OHDG�WR�IXWXUH�IDLOXUHV�

RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�EUDQFK���

Removal Cuts
$�EUDQFK�UHPRYDO�FXW�LV�D�FXW�WKDW�UHPRYHV�D�EUDQFK�DW�D�XQLRQ�RU�SDUHQW�

VWHP��5HPRYDO�FXWV�UHWDLQ�WKH�EUDQFK�EDUN�ULGJH�RU�EUDQFK�FROODU�DQG�GR�

QRW�FUHDWH�D�VWXE��7KH�EUDQFK�FROODU�LV�WKH�VZROOHQ�DUHD�EHORZ�WKH�EUDQFK��

7KH�WLVVXH�LV�SURQRXQFHG�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�EHFDXVH�WKH�WUXQN�DQG�EUDQFK�ȴEHUV�

DUH�RYHUODSSLQJ��ΖI�WKLV�WLVVXH�LV�KDUPHG�GXULQJ�D�UHPRYDO�FXW��WKHQ�D�GLUHFW�

SDWKZD\�LV�FUHDWHG�IRU�GHFD\�LQWR�WKH�PDLQ�VWHP��

:KHQ�D�EUDQFK�FROODU�LV�QRW�DSSDUHQW��WKH�FXW�PXVW�EH�PDGH�ZLWKRXW�FXWWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�EUDQFK�EDUN�ULGJH��SDUHQW�

VWHP��RU�OHDYLQJ�D�VWXE��5HPRYDO�FXWV�ODUJHU�WKDQ���LQFKHV�LQ�GLDPHWHU�VKRXOG�EH�DYRLGHG�LQ�IDYRU�RI�UHGXFWLRQ�FXWV��

RU�HYHQ�KHDGLQJ�FXWV��GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ���/DUJH�SUXQLQJ�ZRXQGV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQIHFWHG�E\�ZRRG�GHFD\�IXQJL��

6PDOOHU�ZRXQGV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�FORVH��ZKLFK�UHGXFHV�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�LQIHFWLRQ��ΖQ�JHQHUDO��WKH�OHDVW�DPRXQW�RI�

SUXQLQJ�SRVVLEOH�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�LQWHQGHG�JRDO�LV�LGHDO��



UNACCEPTABLE PRUNING CUTS

Flush Cuts
)OXVK�FXWV�DUH�FXWV�WKDW�GDPDJH�WKH�EUDQFK�EDUN�ULGJH�DQG�RU�EUDQFK�

FROODU��7KH\�DUH�PDGH�E\�VKDYLQJ�R�EUDQFKHV�ȊȵXVKȋ�ZLWK�WKH�WUXQN��

)OXVK�FXWV�FDQ�FDXVH�ORQJ�WHUP�GDPDJH�DQG�GHFD\�LQ�WKH�SDUHQW�VWHP�

RU�EUDQFK��DQG�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�DYRLGHG�

Heading Cuts

+HDGLQJ�FXWV�SUXQH�EUDQFKHV�RU�VWHPV�WR�VWXEV�RU�WR�D�ODWHUDO�EUDQFK�WKDW�LV�WRR�VPDOO�WR�VXVWDLQ�ZKDW�UHPDLQV�RQ�LWV�

RZQ��7KHVH�W\SHV�RI�FXWV�RIWHQ�WULJJHU�D�VSURXWLQJ�RU�ȊKHDGLQJȋ�UHVSRQVH��7KHVH�VSURXWV�GHYHORS�PXFK�IDVWHU�WKDQ�

QRUPDO�WZLJV�DQG�EUDQFKHV��DQG�TXLFNO\�RXWJURZ�WKHLU�SRLQWV�RI�DWWDFKPHQW��Heading cuts should not be used to 

reduce the height or size of trees. This practice is called topping and is extremely damaging to shade trees.�ΖI�

D�TXDOLȴHG�DUERULVW�LV�XVLQJ�KHDGLQJ�FXWV�IRU�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�GDPDJHG�SODQWV��VWUXFWXUDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�\RXQJ�SODQWV��

RU�RWKHU�VSHFLDOW\�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��SODQV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�VSURXWV��$SDUW�IURP�EHLQJ�D�ZDVWH�RI�

PRQH\��KHDGLQJ�FXWV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�PDLQWHQDQFH�QLJKWPDUH��DQG�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN

6KDUSHQ�\RXU�WRROV��'XOO�FOLSSHUV��ORSSHUV��RU�VDZV�

FUHDWH�D�MDJJHG�FXW�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�SURQH�WR�SHHOLQJ�

RU�GHFD\��)RU�KDQG�HTXLSPHQW��D�VPDOO�WULDQJOH�RU�ȵDW�

ȴOH�ZLOO�VKDUSHQ�\RXU�FOLSSHUV�LQ�MXVW�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�

WLPH��

*HW�FORVH�WR�WKH�FXW��7KH�IDUWKHU�\RX�DUH�IURP�WKH�FXW��

WKH�ORZHU�WKH�TXDOLW\��&XWV�PDGH�ZLWK�SROH�HTXLSPHQW�

GHJUDGH�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�ZLWK�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�SROH��

&OLPELQJ�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�DHULDO�OLIWV�DUH�HYHU\GD\�

WRROV�IRU�SURIHVVLRQDO�DUERULVWV��

1HYHU�XVH�RU�DOORZ�RWKHUV�WR�XVH�FOLPELQJ�VSLNHV�

IRU�URXWLQH�WUHH�PDLQWHQDQFH��&OLPELQJ�VSLNHV�DUH�

DFFHSWDEOH�IRU�WUHH�UHPRYDOV�DQG�HPHUJHQF\�FOLPEHU�

UHVFXHV�RQO\��

         Tree work requires a high level of skill and can 

involve the use of heavy equipment.     This Canary 

Island date palm has died from a fungal disease. 

GOT TREE DISEASE?
<RX�FDQ�PLQLPL]H�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�FHUWDLQ�GHDGO\�GLVHDVHV�

E\�VWHULOL]LQJ�\RXU�SUXQLQJ�WRROV��)RU�H[DPSOH��VRPH�

SDOPV�FDQ�EH�NLOOHG�E\�OHWKDO�IXQJDO�GLVHDVHV�VSUHDG�

E\�FRQWDPLQDWHG�SUXQLQJ�WRROV��<RX�FDQ�VRDN�EODGHV�

LQ�D����SHUFHQW�EOHDFK�VROXWLRQ�RU�XVH�D�FRPPHUFLDO�

DHURVRO�GLVLQIHFWDQW��H�J���/\VRO�Ƞ��EHWZHHQ�WUHHV��$�

SURSDQH�WRUFK�FDQ�DOVR�VWHULOL]H�D�SUXQLQJ�EODGH�LQ����

VHFRQGV��7KH�XVH�RI�SUXQLQJ�SDLQWV��ZRXQG�GUHVVLQJV��

WUHH�VHDODQWV��RU�RWKHU�FRQFRFWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�VKRZQ�LQ�

QXPHURXV�VWXGLHV�WR�EH�RI�OLWWOH�YDOXH�

         These lemon-scented gums 

(Corymbia citriodora) have not been 

topped and exhibit the natural form 

of the species.     This lemon-scented 

gum has been topped with one 

large heading cut through the main 

trunk. The tree’s structure has been 

destroyed and stands no chance of 

recovering the structural capacity of 

the species.

PREPARATION 
AND EQUIPMENT
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      This fan palm is a healthy tree with a full head of 

green fonds.

      These trees are an example of over-prunned palms. 

This practice is unnecessary and harmful. Photo 

by Donald R. Hodel, Emeritus Environmental and 

Landscape Horticulture Advisor. 
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PRUNING
PALMS
3DOP�SUXQLQJ�LV�MXVW�DV�RIWHQ�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�DV�WKH�SUXQLQJ�RI�UHJXODU�WUHHV��ΖW�LV�DOO�WRR�FRPPRQ�

WR�VHH�WUHHV�FXW�WR�ȊWHQ�RȇFORFN�	�WZR�RȇFORFNȋ�ZKHUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�IURQGV�UHPDLQ�DW�WKH�WRS��1R�

PDWWHU�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�WUHQG��WKH�VDPH�UXOH�DSSOLHV��3ODQWV�QHHG�OHDYHV�WR�PDNH�IRRGȃWKH�PRUH�

\RX�WDNH�DZD\��WKH�PRUH�LW�VWUHVVHV�WKH�WUHH��2YHU�SUXQLQJ�SDOPV�OHDGV�WR�DQ�H[WUHPH�QDUURZLQJ�

RI�WKH�WUXQN�NQRZQ�DV�ȊSHQFLOLQJȋ�RU�ȊKRXU�JODVVLQJȋ�DQG�FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�WUHH�IDLOXUH��

3URSHU�SDOP�SUXQLQJ�LQYROYHV�RQO\�UHPRYLQJ�WKH�GHDG�IURQGV�DQG�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�

ȵRZHU�RU�IUXLW�VWDONV�WKDW�FDQ�FUHDWH�D�PHVV�RI�QXLVDQFH�IUXLWV��&DUH�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�QRW�WR�QLFN�

UHPDLQLQJ�IURQGV�ZLWK�SUXQLQJ�HTXLSPHQW��DV�HYHQ�D�VPDOO�FXW�FDQ�FDXVH�IURQG�IDLOXUH�LQ�VRPH�

VSHFLHV��:KHQ�SUXQLQJ�OLYLQJ�WLVVXH�RQ�SDOPV��SUXQLQJ�WRROV�PXVW�EH�VWHULOL]HG�WR�DYRLG�VSUHDGLQJ�

GLVHDVH��&KDLQVDZV�DUH�GLɝFXOW��LI�QRW�LPSRVVLEOH��WR�VWHULOL]H��7KHLU�XVH�VKRXOG�EH�UHVWULFWHG�WR�

GHDG�IURQGV�RQO\��7HDULQJ�OHDI�EDVHV�R�RI�WUXQNV�SUHPDWXUHO\�LV�DOVR�LQMXULRXV��&OLPELQJ�VSLNHV�

GR�XQQHFHVVDU\�KDUP�WR�YDVFXODU�WLVVXH��DQG�FDQ�DOVR�VSUHDG�GLVHDVHV�WR�SDOPV��
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FINDING A COMPETENT AND PROPERLY 
INSURED ARBORIST

:KHQ�\RX�JHW�D�ELG�IRU�WUHH�ZRUN��\RX�VKRXOG�LQWHUYLHZ�WKH�DUERULVW�WR�HYDOXDWH�WKHLU�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV�

1. Knowledge and Credentials 

$VN�WKH�WUHH�FDUH�SURYLGHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

“Are you a member of the International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA), its Western Chapter, or the Tree 
Care Industry Association (TCIA).” 

0HPEHUV�RI�WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�
EH�HGXFDWHG�DERXW�WKH�ODWHVW�LQGXVWU\�VFLHQFH�DQG�
WHFKQRORJ\��ZKLFK�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�SURSHU��FRVW�
HHFWLYH�PDQDJHPHQW��

Ȋ'R�\RX�HPSOR\�DQ�Ζ6$�&HUWLȴHG�7UHH�:RUNHU�RU�Ζ6$�
&HUWLȴHG�$UERULVW"ȋ�

<RX�FDQ�YHULI\�WKHLU�FUHGHQWLDOV�E\�VHOHFWLQJ�WKH�Ȋ)LQG�$Q�
$UERULVWȋ�WDE�DW�ZZZ�WUHHVDUHJRRG�RUJ�

“Are you familiar with the ISA Best Management 
3UDFWLFHV��%03V��ERRNOHW�RQ�SUXQLQJ�DQG��RU�WKH�
$16Ζ�$����6WDQGDUG"ȋ�

7KHVH�DUH�WKH�ȊKRZ�WRȋ�PDQXDOV�RI�SURSHU�WUHH�FDUH��ΖI�
WKH\�KDYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�RI�WKHP��FKDQFHV�DUH�WKH\�GRQȇW�
NQRZ�ȊKRZ�WR�ȋ�DQG�\RXU�WUHH�FRXOG�VXHU�LUUHYHUVLEOH�
KDUP��

ȊΖV�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�VHH�DQ\�RI�\RXU�SUHYLRXV�ZRUN"ȋ

ΖI�WKH�SURVSHFWLYH�DUERULVW�GRHV�QRW�DQVZHU�WKH�DERYH�TXHVWLRQV�WR�\RXU�VDWLVIDFWLRQ��NHHS�VHDUFKLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�QR�
WUDGH�VNLOOV�H[DP�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�WUHH�FRQWUDFWRUV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��VR�IHZ�WUHH�FRPSDQ\�HPSOR\HHV�DUH�DGHTXDWHO\�
WUDLQHG��%H�D�VPDUW�FRQVXPHU��GRXEOH�FKHFN�FUHGHQWLDOV�DQG�GRQȇW�EH�DIUDLG�WR�FDOO�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�FRPSDQ\�

2. Licensing and Insurance 

8QOLFHQVHG�ZRUNHUV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�HPSOR\HHV�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SURSHUWLHV�WKH\�ZRUN�RQ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�
amount they charge. That means they are your employees, and you could be held responsible if they are 
injured (California Labor Code 2750.5).  

$VN�WKH�WUHH�FDUH�SURYLGHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

Ȋ'R�\RX�KDYH�D�FXUUHQW�DQG�DFWLYH�&���'����/LPLWHG�6SHFLDOW\�7UHH�6HUYLFH��RU�&���
�/DQGVFDSH�/LFHQVH�"ȋ�

ΖI�WKH\�GR��WKH�OLFHQVH�QXPEHU�PXVW�EH�RQ�WKHLU�FDUGV�DQG�DOO�IRUPV�RI�DGYHUWLVLQJ��&KHFN�WKH�
VWDWH�OLFHQVH�QXPEHU�DQG�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKHLU�ERQG�DW�FVOE�FD�JRY�

�� � ������������DFFHSW�FRSLHV�RI�LQVXUDQFH�GRFXPHQWV�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�DUERULVW��$VN�IRU�FHUWLȴFDWHV�WR�EH�VHQW�

IURP�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�SURYLGHU��7KLV�RQO\�UHTXLUHV�D�FDOO�E\�WKH�DUERULVW�DW�QR�FRVW��

7KH\�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ��

DO NOT

&XUUHQW�ZRUNHUVȇ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�SROLF\��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�FKHFN�ZRUNHUVȇ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�LQVXUDQFH�DW�
FVOE�FD�JRY��

3XEOLF�/LDELOLW\�DQG�3URSHUW\�'DPDJH�LQVXUDQFH��3/3'�

ΖI�\RX�DUH�KLULQJ�D�FRQVXOWLQJ�DUERULVW�IRU�H[SHUW�DGYLFH�RQ�WUHH�PDQDJHPHQW��VXFK�DV�
WUHH�SUXQLQJ�VSHFLȴFDWLRQV��LQVHFW�DQG�GLVHDVH�GLDJQRVLV��WKH\�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�HYLGHQFH�RI�
3URIHVVLRQDO�/LDELOLW\�ΖQVXUDQFH��(UURUV�DQG�2PLVVLRQV�ΖQVXUDQFH���

X

X

X



7KLV�GRFXPHQW�ZDV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�Ζ8)&�LQ������LQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�RXU�PLVVLRQ�
WR�SURPRWH�WKH�EHQHȴWV�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�FDUH�RI�WUHHV�WR�H[SDQG�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�
XUEDQ�IRUHVW��7KLV�GRFXPHQW�ZDV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�GXH�WR�WKH�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�
RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�5LYHUVLGH��86�)RUHVW�6HUYLFH��&$/�)Ζ5(��ΖQODQG�(PSLUH�5HVRXUFH�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW��&RDFKHOOD�9DOOH\�5HVRXUFH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW��DQG�
:HVW�&RDVW�$UERULVWV�

WWW.INLANDURBANFORESTCOUNCIL.ORG

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
IUFC PRUNING BROCHURE COMMITTEE:

-RKQ�+XGGOHVWRQ� � &ULV�)DOFR� � 0DUN�3RUWHU

DEDICATED TO PAST BOARD MEMBERS:

'U��)UHG�5RWK� � 6XVDQ�6LPV�� � 'DYLG�5RJHU


