
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Altadena Heritage 
Newsletter 

May 30 workshop Kicks off New Sustainability series 

    Spend the morning Saturday, May 30 getting revved 
up to do the creative work of gardening — as you learn 
more about Altadena’s heritage of Abundance. From 9 
to 11 a.m at the Community Center, Altadena Heritage 
will present the first in a series of events, workshops, 
and home tours on sustainable living. We will kick off 
with presentations designed to inspire and increase the 
edible elements in Altadena gardens:  
   Erik Knutzen of Homegrown Evolution will help 
expand your efforts or begin urban homesteading. 
Author of The Urban Homestead, Erik encourages people 
to start from where they are today to live simply, 
abundantly, and self-sufficiently  — and not to get 
intimidated by how far they might be from a 
“completely realized” urban homestead. He will share 
examples of projects from his family’s site and detail 
simple steps to inspire beginning or increased home-
based food production. The result is more abundant 
landscapes of fruits and vegetables, superior produce, 
shrinking grocery bills, and a sense of accomplishment! 
Books available for sale, and author for signing.   
   Altadena neighborhoods are already rich in such 
landscapes. Marcia Coppess, a founding member of 
COFE (Co-op and Food Exchange of Altadena) will 
explain how this local food exchange links together 
people who share produce from home gardens, 
orchards, and chicken coops. COFE has increased the 
variety of home-grown produce its members enjoy, as 
they swap garden tips and solve the problem of 100 
pounds of plums ripening at once. A luscious display of 
home-grown produce will stir our gardening aspirations, 
and attendees are invited to bring some of their own 
harvest to swap. Growing and sharing produce is one 
element of sustainability — supporting local businesses 
is another.  
   There are efforts underway to add a food co-op to 
Altadena’s business community, and Patrick Reagan, 
host of Altadena Wants A Co-op website, will provide 
information about how a co-op works and his group’s 

Altadena: Heritage of Abundance 

efforts to create such a local business venture.  
   Board member and local historian Michele Zack 
will round out the morning with a short talk about 
Altadena’s history of abundance — building on 
research shared in her presentation on Altadena’s 
Nurseried Past at last year’s Altadena Heritage event, 
Breakfast at Nuccio’s. 
   There will be plenty of time for questions, and we 
will also discuss future Sustainable Altadena events. 
Please bring your ideas, and help us hone in on the 
 workshops that would be most useful to you from 
        (please turn to page 3) 
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   I am proud to remind our members that on 
October 30, 2004 Altadena Heritage hosted a 
roundtable we called Visioning Altadena: The 
Future of Our Hillsides. The objective was to assess 
our situation and to find community-based solutions 
to preserve Altadena’s hillsides and views. Now, an 
ordinance to do just that is on its way to the Board of 
Supervisors and Altadena Heritage can take pride in 
our part of getting the ball rolling. 

   When famed architectural photographer Julius 
Shulman, then 94, addressed a Heritage event in early 
2004, he warned that our most precious heritage — 
our beautiful foothills — could soon become a 
jumbled mass of tacky houses. "I just drove past the 
Glendale Hills, and Altadena is going to look like that 
if you don't do something before it's too late." Real 

along with concerned citizens, large foothill 
landowners, Altadena Foothills Conservancy, and Town 
Council members to formulate common sense 
guidelines, balancing the rights of all stakeholders by 
considering grading, existing trails, development on 
ridgelines, and a host of other factors. We met monthly 
for years; our chairman was a neighbor of the 
“Devonwood Debacle,” Patty Mulligan, who helped us 
sift through the hillside protection provisions of 
neighboring communities and led us tirelessly. We 
judged there was room for three more La-Vina-sized 
developments plus many smaller lots in privately owned 
hillside property. We considered ridgeline visibility and 
reviewed satellite images to determine where 
development would have the most serious impact. Los 
Angeles County planners helped us to draft a Hillside 
Ordinance that was clear and enforceable. Every 
household received notice of a public meeting held 
February 18, 2009, to go over proposed changes, and 
150 people turned up to learn and ask questions. A 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
SEED PLANTED BY ALTADENA HERITAGE 
INSPIRES NEW HILLSIDE ORDINANCE 

large majority supported the 
ordinance with a few 
modifications; these are currently 
being worked in, and we expect 
the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors to vote to protect our 
hillsides sometime this summer.  
   Membership in Altadena 
Heritage is your gift to the 
community. Your support keeps 
us involved in the kind of long-
term, important work described 
above, and in fact Heritage is the 
only such organization in 
Altadena. We worked to good 
effect with the library committee 
throughout its long process of 
evaluating future needs and 
planning a building program. And 
now, we have embarked on an 

estate values were climbing 
fast, and hillsides previously 
considered unbuildable were 
suddenly viable for 
development.  The same year, a 
developer had plunked down 
terrible houses on Devonwood 
Drive, one right on top of a 
much-loved trail that he 
managed to “vacate” legally by 
simply declaring no one was 
using it. Neighbors grieved for 
the beautiful lost hillside, 
joined by hikers and 
equestrians who could no 
longer enjoy the trail they had 
meandered along for years. 

   Altadena Heritage’s 
roundtable (held in the 
Library’s Community Room) had the desired 
effect: it spurred formation of an ad hoc 
committee modeled on the working group that, 
ten years earlier, had crafted Altadena’s 
“Community Standards District” to fend off 
neighborhood-altering mansionization. The 
committee's task: to decide what could and should 
be done to protect our hillside heritage. Thomas 
Stahl, myself, and other Heritage members served 

www.altad

exciting new “Sustainability Series.” Beginning May 
30, Heritage will host a number of events —
significant, sociable, and educational — that will 
positively impact our neighborhoods, our lives, and 
our planet. Saving energy and water as we fix up our 
houses and grow more delicious, healthy food in 
“Homestead Altadena” is the goal. So please renew 
your membership and invite your neighbors to join.  

– Mark Goldschmidt, Chairman 

“Not Another Glend
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   In keeping with this year’s sustainability theme, Altadena 
Heritage’s Golden Poppy Awards and Garden Party will be 
held at the amazing Altadena Homestead of Cozzi Petalka 
and John Steinmetz — LA Opera violist and bassoonist, 
respectively. Cozzi, rare fruit afficianado and gardener who 
raises turkeys (making sausage from ones that grow too big 
to roast on Thanksgiving), will speak about farming in 
Altadena. Tours of the family homestead will be offered.         
Golden Poppy honorees this year will be those who create 
beauty using drought tolerant plants; they will tell the stories 
of their gardens and answer questions. Saving water is saving 
energy! 
   This annual event will support our sustainability series and 
is a Membership-building event! Bring friends and neighbors 
with you to enjoy a feast of Altadena-produced comestibles 
and home-grown delicacies. Don’t miss this rare opportunity 
to see and enjoy a fully-realized Altadena homestead. 
Reserve now at Altadenaheritage@earthlink.net. 

Golden Poppy Goes Barnyard 

(Abundant Altadena… Continued from Page 1) 
among the many we are considering. This event is free to 
Altadena Heritage members, a perfect morning to join or renew 
your membership! Non-members are also welcome to join us 
for $5 entry fee. Please RSVP to Altadenaheritage@earthlink.net 
or 626/799-0054; walk-ins welcome, space permitting. 
 

www.altadenaheritage.com 

Save the Date July 26, 4-7 p.m. 

Hillside Ordinance public meeting, February 15, attracted 150 Altadenans. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Please Become A Member  
 

Join or Renew Today… 
Be Part of Something Special! 

 
 Please express your support 
 for the preservation and 
 appreciation of our community’s 
 unique environment. 

 Name  
_____________________________ 

 Street ____________________________ 

 City/Zip 
___________________________ 

 Email _____________________________ 

 Check one Category: 
 □ $15 Student/Senior 
 □ $25 Individual 
 □ $35 Family 
 □ $100 Patron 

 Mail this form and check to: 
 Altadena Heritage 

You’re Invited! 
Altadena   

Heritage’s 
Golden Poppy 

Urban 
homestead Fete 

 
Sunday, July 26 
Save the Date! 

 
Members Only 

renew or join 
 

RSVP 
Altadenaheritage@earthlink.net 

Or 
626/797-0054 

Altadena Heritage 
 
730 East Altadena Drive 
Altadena, CA 91001-2351 
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